
Leadership Committee 
Wednesday, January 4, 2017 

Minutes 
 

Present:  Dr. Kal Klass, Chair; Drs. Jeff Abolofia, Karim Alibhai, Austin Baruffi, Daniel Tremblay and 
Judson Werner Absent:  Drs. Ed Truelove and Amy Winston    
 
I. The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm.  Introductions were done, and Dr. Klass and Ms. 
Freimund explained the process and purpose of the meeting. 
 
II. The Committee then discussed the elective office openings for 2017-18. 
 A. For the President Elect, there is one candidate:  
 

Kirk King Renton General dentist 

 
 B. There are 2 three year terms available on the Executive Council.  There may be 1 2-
year term if Dr. King wins the election.  After discussion, the Committee identified the following 
candidates for the Executive Council: 
 

Austin Baruffi Tukwila General dentist 

Noah Letwin Seattle General dentist 

Imahn Moin Seattle General dentist 

 
C. WSDA House of Delegates 6 three year terms (depending on membership and 
assuming Dr. King wins) seats available.  There is also 1 2-year term as Dr. Pauley must 
resign since she is WSDA president elect.  After discussion, the Committee identified the 
following candidates for the House of Delegates.  . 
 

Karim Alibhai Bellevue Endodontist 

Austin Baruffi Tukwila General dentist 

Christy Kirchner Seattle General dentist 

Noah Letwin Seattle General dentist 

Rica Mackert Redmond General dentist 

John Minnoch Bellevue General Dentist 

Jeff Schur Bellevue Orthodontist 

Negar Sherkat Bellevue General dentist 

Christine Shigaki Seattle General dentist 

Gannon Stahl Bellevue General Dentist 

Matthew Stout Burien Orthodontist 

Joe Vaughn Seattle General dentist 

Chris Wagner Seattle General dentist 

Toni Waldbaum Newcastle General dentist 

Judson Werner Bellevue General dentist 

 
III. The Committee M/S/C continuing an electronic voting process until future action by the 
Committee.  Members will get an individualized emailed ballot sent to them which will link to the 
candidates’ statements and the ballot.  Each member will get two electronic email reminders to vote 
before the election closes.  The Committee then reviewed the candidates’ statement format utilized 
last year, and they agreed to keep the same formatting rules.  Candidates may not use italics, 
boldface, underlining, bullets, quotes and/or links as a part of their statements.  Candidates may not 



include their websites.  Staff may not correct misspellings nor grammar.  This will ensure statements 
are more uniform in appearance.  Candidates may provide a ‘head shot’ photo only.  If no statement 
and/or photo are provided, the candidate’s statement will so note that. 
 
IV. The Committee discussed the need for their participation in the counting of the ballots 
received.  There are approximately 200 members for whom we do not have email addresses who 
have not ‘opted out’ of future voting.  It was agreed that those members would also be sent a sheet to 
return which asks for their email address and/or asks if they wish to no longer receive a ballot as 
many of these members are quite elderly.  Those members will return paper ballots that will need to 
be entered.  The Committee agreed that Dr. Klass would meet to open and count those ballots.  Staff 
will set up that time/date. 
 
Staff volunteered to send out delegate and Executive Council handbooks as well as dates for the 
Committee members’ usage.  Staff was directed to publicize the election via FaceBook and other 
social media. 
 
V. The Committee adjourned at 8:12 pm. 


