
Event Planning Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, June 7, 2017 

Minutes 
Present:  Dr. Tim Hess, Chair; Drs. Craig Neal, Cindy Pauley, Princy Rekhi, Jeff Schur 
Amanda Spivey and Nina Svino and Ms. Lori Saleba.  Staff:  Mr. Drew Dambreville and Ms. 
Jennifer Freimund 
 
I. Dr. Hess called the meeting to order at 6:37 pm.   
 
II. The group reviewed what has already been accomplished.  . 
  A.  The Gala website is now up and it is possible to purchase tickets online or by 
calling the office.  As of the meeting, we had sold 5 of the possible 30 tables.  The website has 
been pushed out via the Society’s electronic weekly newsletter and via FaceBook. 
  B.  We currently have 3 Premier; 1 Underwriter and 1 Gold sponsors.  Staff 
provided a list of previous Gala sponsors and asked for the Committee’s help in securing more 
sponsorships.  The goal is to reach $40,000.  It was discussed that perhaps Lisa Hess would 
reach out to the Met Magazine as a possible sponsor.  TO DO:  Staff will send out an 
electronic version of the sponsorship packet and will follow up with anyone the Committee 
would like them to do.  Ms. Hess will reach out to Met Magazine. 
  C.  The Committee then discussed the number of Gala items.  They would like to 
see about 17 items in the live auction with one of those being the ‘raise the brush.’  After 
discussion, they would like there to be a dessert frenzy with a limited number of desserts; and, 
they would also like the live auction to begin with trays of martinis, lemon drops, champagne 
and fireball shots.  In addition to those live auction items, the Committee would like to have 
about 7 super silent items for bidding during the opening reception.  TO DO:  The Committee 
needs to procure approximately 22 live and super silent items. 
  D.  Mr. Dambreville reported on the entertainment and DJ possibilities. After 
discussion, the Committee agreed that, during the reception, there would be some live jazz 
music (perhaps a pair of musicians) and a roaming magician.  They also agreed that each 
guest would receive a free drink token—ideally a glowing bracelet with a tag—and that the 
golden giveaways would be sold with their token as a blinking ring.  The Committee would also 
like to see a photo booth set up in the reception area in addition to the ‘red carpet’ photos 
taken at entry.  It was agreed that pictures from the photo booth would be available for 
purchase for $25 the night of and that, after the event, photos would be loaded on to the 
website for access by our guests.  Finally, there was discussion of having a Mercedes Benz as 
a part of the photos and/or to have a car for a weekend as an auction item.  For the dinner 
portion of the evening, there will be a center stage (to maximize visibility and number of tables) 
with some special impact lighting.  Mr. Dambreville will hire a DJ to provide ‘theme music’ for 
each item and for background music.  His team is also working on centerpiece ideas—which 
may be available for purchase.  Dr. Craig Neal agreed to emcee the event.    TO DO:  Staff will 
identify the free drink token and golden giveaway rings.  Staff will also work on the 
entertainment as discussed.  Dr. Rekhi will contact Mercedes Benz to explore options. 
 
III. The group then moved to decisions for this evening: 
 A. Procurement.  The Committee reviewed the list of items upon which Robert Brown is 
working. In addition to that list, Mr. Brown believes he can secure two tickets to a Bruce 



Springsteen concert in NYC in January and he has secured glass and picture art from Preston 
Singletary.  Dr. Svino suggested adding a scooter to the live auction and provided a possible 
contact.  The Committee thought that the whiskey tasting, fly fishing net and Glassybaby 
tour/experience might be great super silent items.  They thought Seahawks tickets would sell 
well too.  They discussed utilizing the vendor Mr. Dambreville to which he has access.  It was 
agreed that the average bid is between $2-5,000 so that he will select items that have a 
reserve that addresses that to share with the Committee.  He will also identify one-two ‘once-
in-a-lifetime’ items like tickets to the CMA, Academy Awards or Super Bowl for presentation to 
the Committee.  TO DO:  Mr. Brown will work on procuring items on the attached list. Mr. 
Dambreville will identify 3-5 possible packages in which we might like to invest and that will be 
emailed to the Committee for approval.  
 
 B.  Raise the Brush.  Staff announced that the Foundation Board determined that the 
‘Raise the Brush’ will benefit mobile dentistry.  Dr. Hess will create the video to accompany the 
appeal. 
 
 C.  Timelines.  The Committee approved a timeline as follows:  registration opens at 
5:30 pm; the event start time will be published as 6 pm; the reception/cocktail hour will end at 7 
pm and we will move guests to the dining room by 7:30 pm.  After the awards, dinner service 
will start at 8 pm along with the live auction.  The event will around 10-11 pm.  There was 
discussion of an after party but no final decision was made. 
 
 D.  Tasting.  The Hyatt will be hosting a tasting for the entrees on Monday, September 
18th at 1 pm.  Drs. Princy Rekhi and Amanda Spivey volunteered to participate.  TO DO:  Staff 
will provide details for that event.   
 
IV. The next meeting will be the last meeting and will be on October 4th.  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:06 pm. 


