
Access to Dental Care Committee Meeting 
Thursday, April 20, 2017  MINUTES 

 
Present:  Dr. Chris Delecki, chair; Drs. Rolf Christensen, Bea Gandara, Melanie Garcia, Noah 
Letwin, Katherine Sloan, Sarah Vander Beek and Doug Jackson and Ms. Alison Mondi and Ms. 
Sallie Neillie   

I. Dr. Chris Delecki, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:45 pm.  Dr. Delecki advised 
attendees that the proceedings may be recorded. 

II. The January 19, 2017 minutes were M/S/C with the clarification in IV. B that it was ten 
dental appointments. 

III. New Business.   

A.  The Committee then turned to a discussion of the draft logic model which became a discussion 
of how to address the existence (and popularity) of the Seattle Key Arena Clinic (SKC).  Before 
turning to the idea of quarterly clinics, the Committee wishes to understand why the SKC is so well 
utilized despite the existence of 32 CHCs in the County.  They discussed trying to understand 
what the ‘true’ barriers to accessing dental care—perhaps by engaging a graduate student in the 
Masters in Public Health program.  The Committee would like to understand the landscape of this 
population and work with the Seattle Center to change the patient intake form (e.g., remove the 
decline to answer option, etc.).  They also kicked around ideas on how to educate the participants 
as to their other options for care—perhaps by using a MSW.   TO DO  Dr. Jackson will reach out 
to Dr. Chi regarding assistance with the questionnaire and grad student.  The Committee will think 
about who else should be at the Committee meetings and discuss at the next meeting. 

B.  Staff shared that the Society receives several requests for oral health presentations to schools, 
etc.  With the closure of WOHF, there is a need for a referral source. The Committee 
recommended reaching out to the dental hygienists   TO DO:  Staff to reach out to WDHA. 

C.  Staff shared that the Dental Society has decided to remain neutral in the discussions of a tax 
on sugared beverages being considered by the City of Seattle. The Council is concerned that the 
proceeds for the proposed tax do not contain an oral health/disease prevention component, and 
they are not convinced that the proceeds will go to the stated funding source.  In addition, there 
are concerns about the regressive nature of the tax and the larger impact on the low income 
residents.  TO DO:  No further action at this time. 

D.  It was decided in the interest of time to table the discussion of tele-dentistry to the next 
Committee meeting.  TO DO:  add to the agenda for the next meeting. 

IV. Old Business /Updates 

A.  Harborview follow-up.  Dr. Delecki reported on his meeting with Harborview.  At this time, 
Harborview does no charity care but does accept Medicaid. They have a significant backlog (500-
600 patients/4 to 6 months).  Their primary focus is cancer and trauma cases.  TO DO:  No further 
action at this time. 

B.  The Committee discussed the Key Arena Clinic in the new business above.   

C.  The Committee then turned to a discussion of SCSC.  The program accepts an average of 30 
patient referrals from CHCs per day and treats an average of 12 patients a day with a top capacity 
of 18 patients a day.  Discussions are underway to address this volume including a pilot program 
for wisdom teeth extractions at the CHCs as that represents the most common procedure. 

V. The Committee agreed that its next meeting would be on Thursday, June 8, 2017 at 6:30 
pm.  Staff will send out a Doodle poll if we are unable to get quorum on that date.  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:06 pm. 


