
Access to Dental Care Committee Meeting 
Thursday, January 19, 2017  MINUTES 

 
Present:  Dr. Chris Delecki, chair; Drs. Rolf Christensen, Melanie Garcia, Katherine Sloan, Sarah 
Vander Beek and Teresa Yagi and Ms. Alison Mondi and Ms. Sallie Neillie   

I. Dr. Chris Delecki, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:42 pm.  Dr. Melanie Garcia from 
HealthPoint was welcomed and introductions ensued.  Staff advised attendees that the 
proceedings may be recorded. 

II. The October 13, 2016 minutes were M/S/C. 

III. New Business.   

A.  Dr. Jackson shared a draft logic model on holding a free quarterly dental clinic at the last 
meeting which he updated after our October meeting. If was decided that, since Dr. Jackson was 
not present, to table the discussion until the next meeting.  TO DO:  Committee members are 
asked to review the edited document (included with these minutes) in preparation of the next 
meeting. 

B.  The Committee was updated on the Foundation’s discussion of a mobile dental van.  The 
Foundation will be discussing co-branding the dental vans with MTI.   TO DO:  No further action at 
this time. 

IV. Old Business  

A.  SCSC follow-up.  There was an update of funding needs for Project Access to do the case 
management for SCSC.  The letter of thanks to Swedish to be signed by SKCDS president was 
shared with the Committee. Several members were impressed by the 21% decline in dental 
related visits to the ED and wondered how that was determined.  Ms. Neillie shared some of the 
statistics and history of the SCSC with the Committee.  Ms. Neillie shared that a communication 
plan with partners will be developed if PANW is no longer funded.  The Committee then turned to 
a discussion of Harborview and attempting to involve them.  TO DO:  Staff will follow up with Dr. 
Winston regarding the 21% determination and report back to the Committee.  Statistics on SCSC 
from PANW will be shared with the Committee.  Dr. Christensen will attempt to reach Harborview. 

B.  The Committee discussed the Key Arena Clinic.  They reviewed the responses from dental 
patients as to why they chose to come to the Clinic.  Of the 75% who answered (and 25% chose 
not to respond), 44% said they had no insurance.  Another 25% responded that they had 
insurance but still could not afford or that their insurance doesn’t cover services.  The remaining 
6% of respondents had other reasons with a perceived “simpler process” being the largest 
response at 4.4%.  Neighborcare shared that they had paid for a staff member to be there for all 4 
days and that, throughout the entire Clinic, they were only approached to schedule TEN 
appointments.  Dr. Delecki shared efforts underway to work with Seattle Center as they have 
received funding to hold the Clinic for three more years.  There was a great deal of discussion on 
the balance of treatment offered (e.g., more hygiene), the emphasis on treatment instead of 
preventive services and the need for this Clinic to work itself out of business.  TO DO:  Staff will 
share the document put together by a communication advocacy group (Soapbox) that identifies 
the longer term solutions that need to be addressed.   

C.  The Committee then turned to a discussion of a “Dentures Boot Camp.”  The program will end 
in March 2017 and, for a variety of reasons, will be unable complete treatment on the 22 patients 
referred in June. There will be a ‘de-brief’ at the end of the program. 

V. The Committee agreed that its next meeting would be on Thursday, April 20, 2017 at 6:30 
pm.  Staff will send out a Doodle poll if we are unable to get quorum on that date.  The meeting 
adjourned at 7:35 pm. 


